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What happened?

State restored dental
coverage for Medicaid-
insured adults.

What’s the impact?

Potentially affects 775,000
people

Costs the state $24 million
over the biennium



Messages that Resonated

Why?

Opportunity to leverage federal

. . . Oral health is
dollars — Medicaid expansion e s

overall health

Dental-related visits to the ER are
costly and don’t address the problem
$36 million over 18 months

Without care,
dental problems
lead to expensive
ER visits

Poor oral health affects people’s
ability to get a job.

Untreated oral disease can have
serious health consequences.



Messages that Resonated

Providing dental care can lead to medical cost
savings, especially for people with diabetes. $24
million in savings projected over the 2-
year budget cycle

Treating Gum Disease Equals Annual Cost Savings
$3,964

Oral health

$2,430 is essential to

"] overall health

Oral health care
helps people with

b e diabetes stay healthy
Rheumatoid Pregnancy
Disease (Stroke) Arthritis Cost Savings £ DELTA DENTAL
Cost Savings Cost Savings

Foundation

United Concordia’s landmark Oral Health Study shows that annual cost savings
of $3,291, $2,956, $1,029, $3,964 and $2,430 are possible when individuals with
diabetes, heart disease, cerebrovascular disease (stroke), rheumatoid arthritis
and pregnancy are treated for gum disease.

o Fpear average of 51814 in svings from reduced hospital and ciffice visits beging in the first yeas of periodontal treabment.
Fhanmacy savings realized annually after patient regeives at keast T periodontal treatment andfor madnbenanos wisits,
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How?

Worked with Coalitions & Partners
Met with Legislators & Agency Officials

Engaged the News Media o S0 ?‘: : ~
Radio & Online Advertising

Grassroots Activity- Involved the Public

Citizens Watch
forOral Health




Adapt our materials to suit your needs:
Various 1-pagers distributed to policymakers
Earned media articles
Action alerts, Blog posts
Text of radio spots

Other media touting the importance of oral health

Take a toolkit, visit OralHealthWatch.org for
electronic version

6



